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is one that, if implemented, would severely
affect economic growth in America, and that
I believe that it makes sense for those who
trade with us to make sure that our environ-
mental policy is one that continues to stimu-
late economic activity so that trade means
something between nations.

The spirit of our dialog was very positive.
I guess you could say that I broke the ice
during my last trip to Europe, so people un-
derstood exactly where I was coming from.
There should be no doubt in their mind
about our position, that we share the goal,
but we believe that—strongly believe that we
need to find a methodology of achieving the
goal that won’t wreck the U.S. economy.

And we’re making progress on that. I’m
very confident that the leaders appreciated
my straightforwardness the last time I came
to Europe and my willingness to continue
to dialog on this very important issue.

We have a representative at the Bonn sum-
mit. I saw her on TV the other day; she made
the case very clearly—Paula made the case
very clearly about what our position is. And
the Europeans are interested in the strategy
that we’re going to adopt. And when it’s for-
mulated, I will present it to them, and I look
forward to doing that. And they’re going to
find out that when I say we’re interested in
reducing greenhouse gases that we mean it.
They’re also going to be pleased to hear that
it’s going to be in such a way that won’t dam-
age their largest trading partner, and so will
the American people, who want to make sure
that there’s work and jobs available.

With that, I want to, again, thank my
friend. I look forward to future dialog. Thank
you all very much for your questions. And
again, we thank the good people of Italy for
their kind hospitality.

President Putin. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 13th news conference
began at 2:52 p.m. at the Palazzo Doria Spinola.
In his remarks, he referred to Paula J. Dobriansky,
Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs. A re-
porter referred to Prime Minister Jean Chretien
of Canada. President Putin referred to President
Jacques Chirac of France; MIRV, the Multiple
Independent Reentry Vehicle; and ECB, the Eu-
ropean Central Bank. President Putin spoke in
Russian, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. A portion of this news conference

could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin

July 22, 2001

In keeping with the spirit of our Ljubljana
discussions, we welcome the initiative of the
American and Russian business communities
to provide new impetus to our bilateral trade
and investment relations through the cre-
ation of the ‘‘Russian American Business
Dialogue.’’

We expect the Dialogue to perform three
key functions: expand contact between our
two business communities; identify areas
where laws, regulations and practices impede
trade and investment; and provide a forum
where business interests could be raised with
our respective governments. We seek to pro-
mote economic reform, a transparent and
predictable investment climate and rule of
law, and to work towards the Russian Federa-
tion’s early accession to the WTO.

The Dialogue will be open to interested
American and Russian companies and busi-
ness associations. We hope thereby to en-
courage participation by large, medium, and
especially small enterprises from a broad
cross-section of industry sectors, including,
in particular, technology businesses. We wel-
come the offer of the American Chamber of
Commerce in Russia, the U.S.-Russia Busi-
ness Council, the Russian Union of Industri-
alists and Entrepreneurs, and the Russian-
American Business Council to steer this ef-
fort.

We embrace the offer of the Dialogue
organizers to prepare formal reports of the
Dialogue for use by the governments of the
Russian Federation and the United States.
We affirm our commitment to send cabinet
level representatives to receive the first for-
mal report of the Dialogue at a meeting of
the Dialogue early next year.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President of the Russian
Federation Vladimir V. Putin on
Upcoming Consultations on Strategic
Issues
July 22, 2001

We agreed that major changes in the world
require concrete discussions of both offen-
sive and defensive systems. We already have
some strong and tangible points of agree-
ment. We will shortly begin intensive con-
sultations on the interrelated subjects of of-
fensive and defensive systems.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Prior to Discussions
With Pope John Paul II
at Castle Gandolfo, Italy
July 23, 2001

Pope John Paul II. Mr. President, it gives
me great pleasure to welcome you on your
first visit since you assumed the office of the
President of the United States. I warmly
greet the distinguished First Lady and the
members of your entourage. I express heart-
felt good wishes that your Presidency will
strengthen your country in its commitment
to the principles which inspired American
democracy from the beginning and sustained
the Nation and its remarkable growth. These
principles remain as valid as ever as you face
the challenges of the new country opening
up before us.

Your Nation’s Founders, conscious of the
immense natural and human resources with
which your land has been blessed by the Cre-
ator, were guided by a profound sense of re-
sponsibility towards the common good to be
pursued in respect for the God-given dignity
and inalienable rights of all. America con-
tinues to measure herself by the nobility of
her founding vision in building this society
of liberty, equality, and justice under the law.
In the century which has just ended, these
same ideals inspired the American people to
resist two totalitarian systems, based on an
atheistic vision of man and society.

At the beginning of this new century,
which also marks the beginning of the third

millennium of Christianity, the world con-
tinues to look to America with hope. And
it does so with an acute awareness of the
crisis of values being experienced in Western
society, ever more insecure in the face of the
ethical decisions, indispensable for human-
ity’s future course.

In recent days, the world’s attention has
been focused on the process of globalization
which has so greatly accelerated in the past
decade, and which you and other leaders of
the industrialized nations have discussed in
Genoa. While appreciating the opportunities
for economic growth and material prosperity,
which this process offers, the church cannot
but express profound concern that our world
continues to be divided no longer by the
former political and military blocs but by a
tragic faultline between those who can ben-
efit from these opportunities and those who
seem cut off from them.

The revolution of freedom of which I
spoke at the United Nations in 1995 must
now be completed by a revolution of oppor-
tunity, in which all the world’s people actively
contribute to the economic prosperity and
share in its fruits. This requires leadership
by those nations whose religious and cultural
traditions should make them most attentive
to the moral dimension of the issues in-
volved.

Respect for human dignity and belief in
the equal dignity of all the members of the
human family demand policies aimed at ena-
bling all people to access to the means re-
quired to improve their lives, including the
technological means and skills needed for de-
velopment. Respect for nature by everyone,
a policy of openness to immigrants, the can-
cellation or significant reduction of the debt
of poorer nations, the promotion of peace
through dialog and negotiation, the primacy
of the rule of law—these are the priorities
which the leaders of the developed countries
cannot disregard. A global world is essentially
a world of solidarity. From this point of view,
America, because of her many resources, cul-
tural traditions and religious values, has a
special responsibility.

Respect for human dignity finds one of its
highest expressions in religious freedom.
This right is the first listed in your Nation’s
Bill of Rights, and it is significant that the
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